Mesothelioma sufferer’s and their families responses to the Legal Aid Sentencing and Prosecution of Offenders Bill

The comments below were made by mesothelioma sufferers and their families on survey forms asking what effects the Government’s proposals would have had on them making a civil claim.  

Comments expressing outrage at the proposals

The proposed Bill is insulting to the unfortunate victim.  Enduring operations, pain, loss of normal living patterns and eventual early loss of life is something that should never have happened.  Loss of income is also a great worry.

Obviously these people haven’t seen the effects of mesothelioma to watch someone you love die of the disease was  horrendous.

To make those who have suffered severe damage to their health or bereavement, pay anything towards a company’s failure to protect employees from hazards is completely wrong.  

Mesothelioma sufferers should not be penalised for something that was not their fault.  The guilty party who provided the asbestos should pay!!
This proposal is an absolute disgrace and is yet another attempt to brush this ‘scandal that is asbestos exposure’ under the carpet.  They are trying to lower the profile of ‘asbestos’ in the hope the problem will go away – it won’t and WE WON’T!!

The whole point of making a claim is to make a guilty party pay attention and take responsibility.  As the “victim” why should we “pay” again is our life not enough.  

It is ridiculous that someone can suffer and lose their life, experience extreme pain and fear through no fault of their own and then have to pay to seek compensation.  Whatever the amount awarded is, it will never be enough to replace the life of a loved one.  

My husband recently died from mesothelioma caused by exposure to asbestos.  The new bill proposed is totally unjust.  

How unjust this decision would be – the Government knew of the effects that this terrible product could cause back in the 1930s yet chose to ignore the facts – most likely down to costs.  And now there is a decision to alter the way people are given valuable payouts so they can try to make a comfortable lifestyle of the time they have left without financial worry that this terrible disease causes.  For the Government to consider  reducing payout in anyway can only mean the Government are expecting a dramatic rise or they are morally low.  They feel this is a simpler way to claim monies back rather than fix the monster this and previous Governments have created.  How unjust this decision would be adding to an already distressing time and life altering situation sufferers are in.  If a top Government Official were in this situation would the decision be considered?? Doubt it. 

It can NEVER and under NO circumstances be justified for the claimants to pay any monies from their compensation to the guilty party!  Their pain and suffering is enough to bear without this twist of the knife!!

We would not have pursued this claim under the new proposed format.  This can only push it back under the carpet but I’m sure the Government intend this to happen if we don’t fight.  I challenge any MP to live with my brother while he dies; it is a cruel and a very unforgiving disease.  Their thoughts might change. 

No amount of money makes up for the loss of a dear one, but it can make life easier paying bills etc, so why should the Government allow a percentage to be taken – Disgraceful. 

When exposed to asbestos some 50 odd years ago, I was under the jurisdiction of my employer.  All of the costs therefore, should be borne by the party causing the injury.  It would be grossly unfair that anyone making a claim for compensation should take any financial risks in doing so, in my view.  
What would Parliament and its members and Mr Cameron think about all this if it was their husband or wife or family member who had been diagnosed with a death sentence, as that is what it was for us – not even a 1% chance of hope, my husband was taken from me, it ruined my life too!! 
Comments on the effect of taking the risk of paying legal costs

These claimants are not able generally to put at risk any earnings or savings earnt for their family, particularly at a time of coming to terms with this disease and most of the victims thoughts are about the future welfare of their families.

I would most certainly have thought very seriously about starting civil claim proceedings if costs were likely to have deducted from an unknown final sum.  

I do think people would NOT make a claim if they thought they would have to pay costs as most of us don’t have that sort of money and with the threat of death hanging over you most of us would not pursue a claim.

Living with this devastating disease is bad enough without all this extra stress this decision would put upon us!

My husband is only 58 years old, the diagnosis of Mesothelioma has devastated the lives of my husband, myself and our children, the added worry of taking any financial risks at a time when finances are stretched, because of looking after my husband and him not being able to work, certainly would mean that under the new laws we would not consider taking out a claim. 
Comments on trivial cases and mesothelima as a special case

I may not have thought it worth proceeding with a civil claim if I had to bear the costs, even though I had a good case.  I would have feared obstacles arising and being left with a huge bill and no result.  The Government are obviously worried about the escalating number of mesothelioma victims coupled with the current ‘compensation culture’. We are going to be made to suffer because of the large numbers of people nowadays who seek compensation for trivial things.  

There is a huge difference in people claiming for whiplash in car accidents and tripping over badly fitted paving slabs and terminal lung cancer from not being given the correct protection when they worked many years ago in low paid manual jobs.  
Comments on how much increased stress would be involved

The legal paperwork and Conditional Fee Agreements were a real challenge for us at the most difficult of sad times.  This civil legal case-funding proposal would have made it impossible for me to consider a claim.  

If we had been faced with having to pay out for insurance or risk paying costs we would have been unlikely to make the claim as my Dad, the mesothelioma sufferer, died just a couple of months after diagnosis and the costs would have been another savage blow to my Mum, now widowed.

My husband felt passionate that the people who shortened his life should give compensation to his surviving family.  He died not knowing if his claim was successful.  Any legislation that will make claims harder only makes this heart-rendering situation worse. 

It was very distressing for me and my family to be diagnosed with this terrible disease, caused by no fault of my own, and if I had to pay legal fees to fight a claim it would add to our distress.  

To be diagnosed with an asbestos related disease is not only a shock to the person who has been diagnosed, it is a shock to all the family and to have the worry about compensation adds to the stress you are already under.  To receive compensation gave us and would most others in similar circumstances peace of mind before and after death.

I have triple ticked my answers – making the claim was exhausting for my gravely sick husband – knowing Mick these proposals would have made it even more difficult.  
It is not about money but Justice

I am sure most people are making a claim are not just doing it for the money but to achieve justice for their loved one they have lost.  The more people who claim and raise awareness of this horrible silent killer that lurks in people’s bodies for years waiting to strike the better.  This disease kills people for no other reason than being in the wrong place at the wrong time mostly just doing a job or going about their daily lives.  

